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They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer! Come now, let NINONN 5¥a NIN PHN DN WIN 1IN (0)
us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A 125¥1) NN 139 NIY) (9) : N3 MFD
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He said, “Let us not take his life.” And Reuben went on, “Shed no
blood! Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness, but do not touch
him yourselves”—intending to save him from them and restore him
to his father. When Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped

Joseph of his tunic, the ornamented tunic that he was wearing, and YN DOBON MYND NN IMIND NN G NN
took him and cast him into the pit. The pit was empty; there was no 11201 1720 NN 199¥) 1NNP (1) : oy
water in it. 3] ;DDA PRI
[1A] Rashi "o [N1]

(20) AND WE SHALL SEE WHAT WILL BECOME OF HIS DREAMS PN 9 0N - PNITN 197 A1) AN (D)
— R. Isaac said, this verse calls for a homiletic explanation. The Holy Spirit IR YTIPD NI VAT ININ T XIPN

said this latter part of the text. They say “let us slay him”, and Scripture (i.e. 020N INOM NN DXIVIN DN .2
the Holy Spirit) breaks in upon their words concluding them by saying, “and D)2’ >0 127 NN, PMIMIN 171> NN IR
we shall see what will become of his dreams™: we shall see whose words DN HMNOY IWIN IR DY IN DOV IN
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said, “and we shall see what will become of his dreams”, for as soon as they
would kill him his dreams would be of no effect (Tanhuma Yashan 1:9:13).
(22) THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER HIM [OUT OF THEIR HAND] — The

Holy Spirit (Scripture) bears witness for Reuben that he said this only for YWD - B3 92 PPN P MM (1) 1 NIN
the purpose of saving his brother — that he would come afterwards and LD 13 PRY VTP OPN P 1IN DNV
draw him up from there. He thought, “I am the first-born and the chief 52N I2 PN DD 00 PN 999 TIYN N
among them, and blame will attach to no one but myself” (Genesis Rabbah 12 ¥ DXIIPY) DOVN)

84:15). (24) AND THE PIT WAS EMPTY, THERE WAS NO WATER IN
IT — Since it states, “the pit was empty”, do I not know that “there was no water in it”? What then is the force of “there
was no water in it”? Water, indeed it did not contain, but there were serpents and scorpions in it (Shabbat 22a).
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[2] Shabbat 21b 2"V X2 9T Naw ndon [2]
The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah TAN 99 93 - PATNNM NP2 YIN ) NONN MSN : PII NN
is each day to have a light kindled by a person, the head of the NYRI DY : DAINRORDY 122,170 1D PITHNM . THNI
household, for himself and his household. And the mehadrin, DY : DYINIX D51 12 ; TN NNID TR INOND ,MINY PP TN
i.e., those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, T2 PO TONY NI NNR 7T NN
kindle a_llgh't for each an'd every one in the househgld. And the "y [82]
mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, 12109 )0 1532 521 WY, NP Y2 TN ) - 1) YIN )
adjust the number of lights daily. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel AN

disagree as to the nature of that adjustment. Beit Shammai say:

On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually decreases the number of lights until, on the last day of
Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually increases
the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight lights.

[3] Shabbat 22a X"V 22 91 naw noon [3]
Rav Kahana said that Rav Natan bar Manyumi taught in the 5 931 DININ Y297 7PNWN M 92 1N 29 YIT,NIND 29 N
name of Rabbi Tanhum | A Hanukkah lamp that one placed 212991 12109 ,N2109 - NN DXIVYN NOYNY NNMINY NN
above twenty cubits is invalid, just as a sukka whose roofing is NS : DININ 27T MPHWN DN 72 1N 27 WAT,NIND 27 N
more than twenty cubits high, and just as an alleyway whose NNV YNWNN .0 12 PN P 12D (T ,30 TPWNID) INDT
beam, its symbolic fourth partition in order to place an eiruv, is D012 PN I TINON NN KON 1070 12 PRY YTV OPN P NI
more than twenty cubits high, are invalid. The reason is the same 121307 : N2 N 12 ¥ DIIPY) DWN) JIN )2 PR OO0 -

in all three cases: People do not usually raise their heads and see 713 XNX 27 1717 N0 XM .NNAY 121007 NAVI NNNIND MIND

objects at a height above twenty cubits. As there is a requirement - NN bfg?ga t;@?;ﬂg@%@gg 3:&2?;311?;?\;;
to see all of these, they are deemed invalid when placed above i ' ' ’ ’

that height. And the Gemara cites another statement that Rav "y N3]
Kahana said that Rav Natan bar Manyumi taught in the name s394 899 ;NN DMWUYN NYYNRY XY N2 RVOY NIT - N9HID
of Rav Tanhum: What is the meaning of the verse that is JAN9SY TINDN NALA D277 MYILIN I¥NA - NNINY MIYM . NDN
written with regard to Joseph: “And they took him, and cast him DY INMN NN HYAV 192 11N - NN I PN NPINT DRY

into the pit; and the pit was empty, there was no water in it”

(Genesis 37:24)? By inference from that which is stated: And

the pit was empty, don’t I know that there was no water in it? Rather, why does the verse say: There was no water in it? The
verse comes to emphasize and teach that there was no water in it, but there were snakes and scorpions in it. Rabba said: Itis a
mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp within the handbreadth adjacent to the entrance. The Gemara asks: And where, on which
side, does he place it? There is a difference of opinion: Rav Aha, son of Rava, said: On the right side of the entrance. Rav Shmuel
from Difti said: On the left. And the halakha is to place it on the left so that the Hanukkah lamp will be on the left and the
mezuza on the right. One who enters the house will be surrounded by mitzvot.
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